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Abstract
For many Americans who grew up in the 1960s, the first published information about
Africans came directly from Africa, in the form of exotic photographs and stories in National
Geographic. Susan Goldberg, Editor in Chief of National Geographic, addressed the issue of
race portrayals in the magazine, reflecting on the realization that National Geographic often
provided readers “their first look at the world” while rarely acknowledging the struggles of race
in the United States. The magazine displayed full color photographs depicting Africans from
many nations, dressed in native clothing and jewelry, positioned in settings that implied dignity,
beauty and strength. Meanwhile, the media in America began the challenge of fair reporting on
issues of race, including news about equality in housing, jobs, transportation and education.
The magazine had done almost nothing to challenge stereotypes that were fixed in
American culture about race (Goldberg, 2018). The lesson from her self-analysis of the
magazine’s historical view of race in America is that “How we present race matters” (Goldberg,
2018, p.4). American authors had skillfully painted a picture of black life in America through the
works of James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, Alex Haley, Richard Wright and others. Their
literary descriptions included portrayals of blacks in American that were riddled with struggle,
injustice, poverty and racism. As the Civil Rights Era unfolded in the United States, published
accounts of the challenges most black Americans were facing became part of the national
narrative. Newspapers and television stations would be faced with the strategic decision of how
to report the news of racial conflict in America.
Framing the news from a set of commonly held public beliefs (Entman, 1993) would be
particularly interesting when those beliefs differed between blacks and whites. The basic
questions of equality and equal access to housing, education and accommodations were raised in

public discourse during the civil rights era (Sheatsley, 1966). In what specific ways was the
reporting of the civil rights era different depending on who reported it? That is the critical
question of this study.
Integration at the University of Mississippi
Much public reporting has been dedicated to the integration at the University of
Mississippi. Still segregated nearly 12 years after federal law supported desegregation in public
education, the University of Mississippi received national attention by resisting the enrollment of
a black student, James H. Meredith in 1962. Mississippi’s governor, Ross Barnett, had refused to
comply with the Supreme Court ruling that would have allowed Meredith’s enrollment, and
instead launched a battle between the federal government and the state of Mississippi. When
Meredith arrived on campus, escorted by U.S. marshals, he was blocked by a mob of more than
2,000 protestors. In the riot that followed, hundreds were injured, and two people were killed,
including a French journalist. President John F. Kennedy called out more than 30,000 National
Guardsmen to restore order.
In an article how the student newspaper reported on the events, author Kathleen
Wickham described the cultural environment that dominated the American civil rights scene at
the time. “In 1962 the civil rights story had not yet reached the crescendo of scale that was to
come, as demonstrated by the violence in Selma and Birmingham, Alabama,” Wickham said.
“The Freedom Riders had made their mark the previous year throughout the South, but it
appeared that school integration was the cause that would capture the attention of the news
media and the public. And so it did in Mississippi” (Wickham, 2017, p. 110).
Explaining the resistance Mississippians, and campus loyalists in particular, had to
integration, Wickham wrote that many people in the state believed that the acceptance on the

first black student would open the door to many more, which was considered unacceptable
(Wickham, 2017). She states that “Mississippians had several core beliefs on the issue:
integration would result in intermarriage, the sociological development of blacks was inferior to
whites, and Southerners resented federal interference in their affairs,” noting that nearly forty
faculty members resigned out of fear that the integration crisis could have a negative impact on
their careers (Wickham, 2017, p. 113).
In this research, the focus and frequency of news regarding racial integration at the
University of Mississippi is studied to evaluate whether or not a nationally recognized whiteowned newspaper (The New York Times) and a respected black-owned newspaper (the Chicago
Defender) reported on the events in the same way. Content analysis of newspaper articles from
the New York Times and the Chicago Defender published between September 15, 1962 and
October 15, 1962, reveal that while a similar conflict frame to highlight a disagreement between
two or more people or organizations was used, the content and focus of the conflict varies
significantly. The details of these conflicts focused on either governmental disputes between
state and federal laws, individual disagreements between elected officials, or racial inequality
between blacks and whites.
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Introduction
When deciding how to tell a story, the author of a news article faces a basic question:
What is the most important thing to report? The answer is determined by a multitude of factors,
including the general framework of values important to the audience and the author. The specific
use of this framework creates views, or frames, of the news and how it is told. A frame is often
defined as a “central organizing idea or storyline that provides meaning to an unfolding strip of
events” (Gamson & Modigliani 1987, p. 143). Framing is simply a method for organizing news
content through selection, emphasis, exclusion, and elaboration (Hendrickson & Tankard, 1997).
The organizing process is completed through the interpretation of that culture by a given author
(Hendrickson & Tankard, 1997). This study examines the type of frames used in reporting on
racial events as told by newspapers with different racial ownership and staff.
Conflict framing represents articles that report, emphasize, or suggest a conflict between
individuals, groups, or institutions (Neuman, et al., 1992). The analyzed newspaper articles in
this study primarily explain the conflict between supporters of segregation and desegregation.
The research questions will determine if the mainstream newspaper and black press used the
same frames, or if they differed in their presentations of similar events during racial integration.
To understand the conflicts involved in the news articles within the study, it is critical to
have an understanding of the political and cultural landscape related to racial issues and events at
the time.
Segregation, public opinion and race issues
In 1962, American public education had experienced nearly a decade of slow change as
schools began integrating black and white students. The compelling reason for integration was
the historic case of Brown v. Board of Education (1954) settled by the United States Supreme
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Court directing public schools to integrate schools, thus eliminating the “separate but equal”
method that had been the standard for years. While the Brown decision had challenged the racial
landscape in America, the execution of integration was not defined within the case (Kotlowski,
2005), suggesting only that local schools would create integration plans while the federal judges
would determine the timing (Kotlowski, 2005). President John F. Kennedy’s strategy for
integration would be to follow the law, only using federal courts if cases were brought that far in
the disputes to implement local plans (Kotlowski, 2001). Kennedy did not want to create
segregation plans for schools, and in fact realized that federal involvement in the process would
“raise hell about every line that’s drawn” in the process (Kotlowski, 2005, p. 165). The focus of
Kennedy’s integration policy came to bear when Mississippi refused to follow court orders
directing them to integrate the schools, and federal force was then required to ensure that
Mississippi would comply with the law.
In 1962, a Gallup poll found that 32% of Americans believed the Kennedy administration
was “pushing racial integration too fast” while 11% said they were not pushing fast enough
(Saad, 2017, p 12). Kennedy’s decision to push in spite of popular opinion focused on the rule of
law instead of a desire to order integration, saying that “Americans are free, in short, to disagree
with the law but not to disobey it.” (Saad, 2017, p 12). A year after the integration at the
University of Mississippi, a Gallup poll showed that the percentage of Americans who thought
Kennedy was pushing integration too fast rose to 48% (Saad, 2017) This rise in the number of
Americans who said they wanted Kennedy to slow down came after a speech in 1963 supporting
legislation that would become the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In the speech, Kennedy said:
The heart of the question is whether all Americans are to be afforded equal rights
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and equal opportunities, whether we are going to treat our fellow Americans as
we want to be treated. If an American, because his skin is dark, cannot eat lunch
in a restaurant open to the public, if he cannot send his children to the best public
school available, if he cannot vote for the public officials who will represent him,
if, in short, he cannot enjoy the full and free life which all of us want, then who
among us would be content to have the color of his skin changed and stand in his
place? Who among us would then be content with the counsels of patience and
delay? (Saad, 2017)
President Kennedy initially did not intend to use his power and position to order
integration in the southern states. Instead, he preferred to attempt addressing civil rights issues
such as voting and fair employment as they were “less emotional than school desegregation”
(Kotlowski, 2005, p.156) Throughout the South, major universities began the integration process
- some peacefully and early in the civil rights era, and some violently and late in the era. One of
the early integration stories occurred in 1948 at the University of Arkansas, where Silas Hunt
was enrolled in the University Law School with only mild resistance from students or the
community (Nichols, 1968). The University of Mississippi would become the standard of
extreme resistance in the integration process, holding blacks out of the school for more than a
decade after the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education case (Eagles, 2009).
Historians note that race relations and racial thinking in Mississippi communities during
the 1960s parallel closely with the events of racial integration at the University of Mississippi
(Eagle, 2009).
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Newspapers
The Chicago Defender was founded in 1905 and was primarily designed for African
American reporters and readers. It was widely considered the most important paper for the black
press and made no attempt or claim at objectivity, making the paper an excellent source for
research as the black newspaper of record in the studied time period. The paper was known for
its activism in fighting Jim Crow laws, inspiring the Great Migration of blacks to northern states,
and challenging segregation in the military and educational systems in the United States. Glenn
Reedus, a former executive editor and managing editor at the Defender, said the paper “was problack in a way that nobody else was” (Chotiner, 2019). Reedus explained that the founder and
editor, Robert Abbott “went so far as to make “Negro” uppercase and make “white” lowercase in
news stories. And if you pick up most papers that are part of the National Newspaper Publishers
Association—the black press—you will see that continues. “Black” is still uppercase” (Chotiner,
2019). The Chicago Defender was grown from a need for black Americans to have their own
voice in news and current events (Davey & Eligon, 2019). Based on the newspaper’s stated
advocacy for black Americans, the Chicago Defender reported on civil rights events with a voice
that is distinctly focused on a black audience.
The New York Times, founded in 1851 in New York City, has the third largest
circulations\ in the nation in 2019, and has won 127 Pulitzer Prizes — more than double any
other American newspaper — with the most recent award in 2019 recognizing editorial writing
on the topic of American racial justice. The New York Times is widely accepted as a reputable
news source and is frequently used as a source in research studies of this type (e.g., Grimm,
2015; Benoit, et al., 2005; Brown, et al., 2018). As noted by Poynter Organization in 2017, “to
the rest of the U.S. journalism world, the NYT is a bellwether. It is one of a tiny handful of U.S.
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newspapers widely known for top-tier copy editing. Other newspapers look to the Times for
ideas – about news judgment, multimedia innovation or staff organization” (Russial, 2017).
The paper has been owned by white men or by trusts co-owned by white men and their
families since its beginning. While local newspapers throughout the South did not put civil rights
news on the front page, the New York Times did. The bylines of the civil rights coverage include
journalists whose reporting earned Pulitzer Prizes and many other awards for the New York
Times’ coverage. Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff co-authored a book, “The Race Beat,” about
the role the press played in the civil rights struggle, including information about New York Times
reporters who brought new understanding to national audiences about events in Mississippi and
Alabama in the 1960s (Roberts & Klibanoff, 2006). The authors determined that “the media’s
role in bringing many of the significant events of the civil rights movement to light helped the
nation to progress towards more equality” and retold the stories reported by several of the New
York Times’ reporters in the early 1960s (Roberts & Klibanoff, 2006).
James Meredith and the integration of the University of Mississippi
In September 1962, the University of Mississippi denied enrollment to James Meredith,
an African American student who made more than one attempt to enroll. Meredith had to
overcome “two school rejection letters on account of his race, passage of a Mississippi
Legislature bill intended to thwart him and violent protests against his admission” (Saad, 2017,
p. 12). Through a series of legal battles, Meredith’s enrollment was allowed, and the results were
violent and extreme. The governor, Ross Barnett, refused to obey federal orders given by United
States President John F. Kennedy to admit the student. The people of Oxford, Mississippi, joined
students in rioting, and the president sent federal troops to restore order (Saad, 2017).
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Meredith officially enrolled on October 1, 1962, with riots continuing for several days.
During the protests, two civilians were killed, and numerous U.S. marshals were wounded,
forcing President Kennedy to send in thousands of soldiers to restore order (Eagle, 2009). As a
result of the national confrontation and the violent riot which included fatalities, the national
newspaper coverage was broad. In 1962, printed newspapers were still a dominant source of
news for most Americans. However, Meredith’s efforts to enroll and the subsequent
confrontation and riot coverage in newspapers could vary by which elements of the story
reporters chose to feature in stories, a concept known as framing.
Literature Review
In the most basic definition, Entman (1993) explains that framing highlights certain
pieces of information and gives them a more prominent or salient position in a news story, while
omitting other pieces of information. Framing takes the information from a news event and
arranges it into an explanation or interpretation that tells the reader what is most important about
the event. The power of a communicating text is often described through the study of its framing
(Entman, 1993).
Entman found that frames serve four critical purposes in communication: define
problems, diagnose causes, make moral judgments and suggest remedies (1993). Entman admits
that framing “is often defined casually” (1993, p. 52), leaving much of the interpretation to the
reader and researcher. In order to understand and identify conflict framing as it is used in
newspaper articles, a specific definition is required. Few recent examples exist in previous
research, but the most frequently cited definition from Neuman, Just, and Crigler (1992) defines
conflict framing as articles that report, emphasize, or suggest a conflict between individuals,
groups, or institutions. From a study analyzing television coverage of the Gulf War, conflict
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framing was defined as the “routine of newswork to highlight the conflictual elements with the
most dramatic video available” (Reese & Buckalew, 1995, p. 47). A 2013 study on the framing
of racial stories in campus newspapers expanded on the definition more recently, finding that
conflict frames are present “if the story involved any person, place, or thing that has opposing
viewpoints or involved conflict, or disagreement where one side is presented as against another
(e.g., men versus women, one political party against another, or one race against another)”
(Cherry-Randle, 2013).
The conflict frame definition for this study is a combined version of those mentioned
above: the use of journalistic reporting in which details or reports about events or arguments
involve a person, group or organization in direct conflict with another person, group or
organization over a specific object, idea or event of public importance. This expanded definition
of conflict framing includes physical, political and ideological conflicts. For example, the
conflict frame noted in Chong and Druckman’s study (2007) about public demonstrations of the
Ku Klux Klan identified a conflict between Klan demonstrators who promoted white supremacy
and citizens who promoted racial equality during a local rally. Their study found that conflict
frames exist when two different groups are in conflict over an idea – racial equality in their
particular study – of public importance to the community (Chong & Druckman, 2007).
Recent literature related to the current study includes a content analysis of 51 newspapers
to assess tone in coverage of nursing homes, whose findings highlight negative newspaper
coverage and its “adverse influence on public attitudes” enhanced by the prominence and focus
on particular concerns (Miller, et al., 2018) and a study on tone and placement of news articles
about organ donor donations in newspapers, which used content analysis of newspaper stories,
measuring placement in the newspaper to indicate perceived value (Feeley, et al., 2016).
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Numerous studies (Bartholome, 2018; Cherry-Randle, 2013; Edy & Meirick, 2007; Gamson,
1992; Graber, 1988; Grimm, 2015; Riker, 1986; Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000) include content
analysis of the conflict frame, using either newspaper articles or broadcast stories for the sample.
Conflict framing is the most common type of frames found in U.S. news coverage,
followed by frames of economic consequences, human impact, and morality frames (Neuman, et
al., 1992). According to the traditional definition, a conflict frame reflects disagreement between
individuals, institutions or countries, and is one of the most commonly used journalistic frames
(Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). The popularity of conflict frames in U.S. newspapers can be
attributed to the fact that American journalists greatly value objective reporting, which includes
practice of balancing between competing positions (Bartholome, 2018; Neuman, et al., 1992).
Because balancing competing voices often includes the conflicting viewpoints of the key figures
in newspaper articles, this media routine of explaining both sides of an important issue
contributes to the presence of conflict frames in the media (Bartholome, 2018).
Communicators, particularly newspapers in this research study, make “conscious or
unconscious framing judgments in deciding what to say” (Entman, 1993, p. 52) To evaluate the
use of journalistic framing, this research uses examples from a civil rights event of 1962,
focusing primarily on media coverage of integration at the University of Mississippi in American
newspapers representing the black press and the mainstream media. This study shows how
framing emphasizes different aspects of news based on the viewpoint of the different media
organizations.
The study was implemented to determine if the black press emphasized a conflict frame
that is more sympathetic to blacks involved in the news: changes in law or culture that gave
blacks more equality in society. In contrast, the study could also determine if the mainstream or
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white press emphasized a conflict frame that was more sympathetic to the primary interests of
whites: the rule of law and order in society. This evaluation of the theory allows consideration
for the possibility of a changing frame as culture adapts to new socially accepted values, strongly
suggesting that society can influence media (Hendrickson & Tankard, 1997). This study attempts
to show how news stories about civil rights, race, and societal change are impacted by framing.
Entman (1993) noted that the way race is treated in the news may influence public support or
rejection of public policy. In particular, the framing styles known as conflict framing were
analyzed even though the specific topics and details of those conflicts featured vary between the
two newspapers.
In coverage of racial issues, conflict framing explains what the crisis or conflict is that
creates the news. In this study about news reported on integration at the University of
Mississippi, both the mainstream and black press used conflict framing to explain the events of
the day to varying audiences. Framing organized these events into digestible pieces for the
average reader. The Reese, Gandy and Grant (2001) study states that frames, or “organizing
principles” (p. 11), are persistent over time. Yet in the case of racial news at the University of
Mississippi, the organizing principles of the white newspaper were most likely going to appear in
contrast to the organizing principles of the black press of the day because the societal views of
race in the 1960s were different for whites than they were for blacks.
Erving Goffman’s Frame Analysis also questions how stories are explained based on
those organizing principles of society, and how those determinations about what news to report
more prominently are made, including how both media and consumers determine what is
actually happening, and why it is important (Goffman, 1974). It is assumed the determinations
made in reporting by the New York Times and the Chicago Defender reflect the views most
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important to society at the time from the two different lenses about how blacks and whites both
viewed the landscape of racial culture and equality in America at the time of integration in
Mississippi. The two newspapers report on different aspects of the events, determining what is
most important to communicate to their respective readers. Based on a society separated by race,
it was expected that the white newspaper would publish articles that included news about state’s
rights and stability, while the black newspaper would report on issues of protesting inequality,
civil rights events and legal changes for black Americans.
The framing theory explains that media focuses attention on some aspects of an event or
issue, making them more prominent within a text, and therefore giving that particular set of facts
more prominence in the field of meaning. The theory began within research in areas of the
humanities, such as psychology and sociology, and has been applied to media through study and
discussion. Even before Entman’s essays of the 1990s analyzed the use of framing and its impact
on news media, Goffman (1974) defined primary frameworks within both natural and social
science, explaining that individuals use their own primary framework, which they often take for
granted, to interpret what is happening in the world around them.
As the framing theory grew in clarity and credibility, it took on larger areas of influence
among journalists and individuals within an audience. The importance of journalistic framing is
determined by the way the frame affects an audience. Individuals develop their own framing
through their understanding of core values, morality, political beliefs, and other factors
(Scheufele, 1999). Those compiled values create an organic and unique framework that filters
news, information, and events for the individual. Framing also includes the commonly accepted
public opinions and values of a wider community as a whole. According to the results of
previous framing research (Benoit, 2005; Brown, Cole & Fisher, 2018; Grimm, 2015; Zeldes &
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Fico, 2005), framing, assessed by variables such as placement, main topics and tone, serve as a
means of identifying and expressing importance for common values of the society.
The frameworks that people generally use are based on both natural and social causes
(Goffman, 1974). In mass media portrayal of news events, framing can result in certain items
being featured, and also in certain other items being ignored with the reporting of a given topic.
In research about news coverage of race and anti-LGBT news, conflict framing was identified as
the dominant frame, with findings that negativity was a common tone. Their results show
conflict was the most dominant frame to emerge, appearing in 43.7 percent of the 208 researched
articles (Brown, et al., 2018).
The results from Brown, Cole and Fisher (2018) influenced this study of whether content
analysis of race and integration could also reveal conflict as a dominant frame in the news
articles studied for this research on the topic of racial integration. The Brown, Cole and Fisher
findings indicate that the Chicago Defender might report news expressing common values for
black Americans, such as the fight for access to education by James Meredith, while the New
York Times might express importance for common values more affiliated with white Americans,
such as the legal aspects of the event that set state officials against federal officials. It is expected
that while the same integration event is covered in a conflict frame, the frame’s key topics and
details were not the same when reported by black and by white newspapers.
Framing is similar to another media theory known as the agenda-setting theory but is
focused more on core societal issues instead of on a specific event or topic. Agenda setting is
defined as the ability of news media to influence the importance placed on the topics of public
discussion (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). The agenda-setting theory was originated in 1972 by
Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw, who explained how media plays a significant role in
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deciding what the public thinks about. The authors wrote that agenda setting occurs when
“readers learn not only about a given issue, but also how much importance to attach to that issue
from the amount of information in a news story and its position,” (McCombs & Shaw, p. 176).
Another noted aspect of framing theory is the understanding that audiences and
individuals can be influenced by the prominence of information as well as the omission of
information (Graber, 1988). By selecting and highlighting certain features and solutions to news,
Graber found that organizations have the ability to provide suggested values. The repetition and
placement of suggested ideas can guide how an individual processes and values that information
(Entman, 1993; Graber, 1988).
To better understand framing theory, researchers have noted that frames tend to diagnose,
evaluate, and prescribe, as reported by studies that use topics of social concern, such as organ
donors (Feeley, O’Mally & Covert, 2016), anti-discrimination news (Brown, et al., 2018), racial
events (Cherry-Randle, 2013), and civil protest (Chong & Druckman, 2007). Frames use
common cultural values such as access to education, voting rights and equal standing under the
law to determine whether an event or issue — such as desegregation — is creating a benefit or
danger to society (Entman, 1989). Media organizations make judgments on what to say and what
to ignore, guided by belief systems. The audience then digests the framed information through
the system of their own beliefs (Entman, 1993).
For example, in media coverage of racial integration at the University of Mississippi in
1962, the primary problem reported by the state and national newspapers was integration. The
commonly accepted public opinion in the American South was that whites and blacks should be
educated separately. The cause identified as creating news or events on the subject was a
landmark legal case, Brown v. Board of Education,1954. The decision made segregation illegal,
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and the previously accepted common values in America’s education system were challenged by
new elites.
Framing, particularly conflict framing, assumes that most individuals are not wellinformed on matters of public interest (Iyengar, 1991), and that framing strongly influences an
individual’s response to media texts (Zaller, 1992). Additional studies have analyzed content and
framing newspaper coverage. Benoit, Stein and Hansen (2005) investigated New York Times
coverage of the Democratic and Republican general presidential campaigns from 1952-2000.
The research questions used content analysis of newspaper articles to determine the most
common topic of newspaper coverage of presidential campaigns, the relative proportion of
negative and positive tone in newspaper coverage of presidential campaigns, as well as the
relative proportion of comments from different sources (reporters, candidates, supporters, others)
in campaign news coverage (Benoit, et al., 2005). Their findings about topics reported during
presidential campaigns have little correlation to the study of conflict framing in racial
integration. However, their methods and the use of the New York Times as a newspaper of record
provide documentation of successful content analysis as a means for interpreting information
within newspaper coverage.
Building upon the previous research, this study of media coverage on Mississippi
integration within the New York Times and the Chicago Defender analyzes similar variables for
comparison, in addition to article placement (front page of the newspaper or interior page of the
newspaper) and the comparative total number of relevant articles included on the event by each
of the media outlets in the study for the designated time period.
In a 2015 study on the framing of news coverage, the relevant variables were frequency
(number of articles about each major character as part of the whole sample), and tone (whether
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the content of the news articles portrayed each character as a positive or negative figure). For
example, sample size and number of articles from the newspapers was varied according to topic.
The Grimm study methods used a sample of 931 articles in the New York Times about Malcom X
and 288 articles about Martin Luther King, Jr. The research and textual analysis found that
despite the similar approaches and frames, there were differences in how these newspapers
covered King and Malcolm X. The findings explained that frequency and tone of news about
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr., in the conflict frame resulted in public opinion of the
leaders’ different types of leaders within the civil rights movement (Grimm, 2015).
King was framed as a strong leader for the civil rights movement, worthy of both
admiration and respect for his leadership of a righteous cause. Malcolm X, publicly known for
his belief in armed insurrection, was framed as an enigmatic but potentially dangerous leader
who should, at best, be viewed with caution and, at worst, as a hateful instigator (Grimm, 2015).
Another framing study (Ross, 2003) used content analysis to identify conflicts within
editorials (N = 34) in the New York Times during the 13 months following the September 11
attacks in New York City. The study methods used a paragraph within editorials in the
newspaper as the unit of analysis. The study did not consider placement as a variable, but instead
considered frequency and subject of the editorials as variables in the study. The results found that
the largest category, one-fourth of the editorials, were titled to reflect U.S. interests, yet also
emphasized previous literature (Pan & Kosicki, 1993) reporting the manner in which frames
influence what people think about and how people understand the society around them in spite of
significant events such as the September 11 terrorist attack (Ross, 2003).
In a study about Construction of Public Reaction to the O.J. Simpson Criminal Trial
Verdict by the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Defender (Tucker, 1997), the frame analysis
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identified differences and similarities between two newspapers, one mainstream and one black.
The findings from the study, which used “the body of discourse” as the unit of analysis, explain
that despite the different histories of the two newspapers with regard to race, “both papers
articulate strikingly similar common-sense assumptions about the role of race in U.S. social
relations” (Tucker, 1997, p. 322). The major finding from the study was that two news outlets
during the time period of the study could use the same frame to report on a race issue even
though the readers might have different viewpoints on race in general. This leads to the question
of whether or not newspapers report the same conflict in race related news during the civil rights
period of the 1960s if the newspaper is dedicated to a primarily black audience or a white one.
The newspapers involved in this study reflect the fact that frames can call attention to
particular aspects and at the same time draw attention away from other aspects, determining what
people notice, remember, and act upon (Kahneman & Tversky, 1984). By pointing out some
aspects of the actual events or issues, frames can lead audiences to different reactions. This is
particularly significant in issues of politics and civil discussions, as the study points out that
framing led readers to support candidates and political parties based on the information provided
in news articles (Riker, 1986). The frame in political news does not always suggest what the
solution might be, but it usually clearly identifies what the most important issues or problems are
that people should consider (Gamson, 1992).
Journalists can face a danger of promoting dominant framing by simply reporting the text
in a way that prevents individuals from making a balanced assessment of the issues (Entman,
1989). In issues of race or civil rights, a balanced assessment of the issues would be required for
readers to make fair judgments regarding laws or cultural practices that are fair to both blacks
and whites. While this does not suggest that journalists have lost objectivity, it does suggest that
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skillful media “manipulators” have the ability to impose their frames on the news (Entman, 1989,
p. 131). Determining public opinion is a complex assignment and framing often surrenders to
the ruling political elites to determine what that public opinion should be (Zaller, 1992).
In civil rights news, for example, opposing viewpoints about integration, voting rights,
and other civil rights issues were presented by news organizations according to the values and
beliefs of a particular component of the public. In framing research related to race studies
(Chong & Druckman, 2007), news about Ku Klux Klan rallies revealed that framing generated a
contrast in the audience’s response to Klan rallies and protests in the local community,
suggesting that if one side of a conflict can establish the relevant terms of debate over an issue, it
can persuade individuals to support its position.
The findings revealed that opinions about the rallies were positive when the news was
reported as an issue of free speech, but opinions about the same rallies were negative when
reported as a disruption of public order (Chong & Druckman, 2007). The free speech story
generated responses of tolerance to the rights of citizens in protest, while the agenda story
generated responses of anger at the disruption that Klan rallies caused in the community (Chong
& Druckman, 2007). According to previous research, framing, which they define as the process
by which a communication source defines a political issue, can affect tolerance by changing the
public’s view on social values (Chong & Druckman, 2007). Framing can impact news
interpretation, memory, and response by an audience. However, with responsible and informed
news, audience members can process well-framed news and make individual decisions about
what their values should dictate in response.
Analysis by Neuman, Just, and Crigler (1992) determined the different frames that were
most common in U.S. news coverage, including conflict, economic consequences, human
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impact, and morality frames. This study builds on that research by determining how conflict
frames are used by different media outlets as well as which conflicts are most commonly used
when reporting on the same event.
Expanding on Neuman Just, and Crigler (1992), Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) focused
on whether the prevalence of frames in the news varied by outlet or by topic. The quantitative
content analysis of the frames evaluated Dutch national news outlets from a limited time period
of May 1 – June 20, 1997 for articles mentioning Dutch politics. Their study, which found
conflict frames in 41 percent of articles (N = 2,612), concluded that one of the primary
differences in covering news using the conflict frame was determined by whether or not the
outlet was “serious” or “sensational” in nature. While Semetko and Valkenburg did not
specifically define the difference between a serious or sensational media outlet, the study does
provide a context for analyzing the different uses of conflict framing by media outlets with
different objectives (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). This methodology is replicated in the
current study that compares conflict frames used by media outlets from black-owned and whiteowned outlets, specifically in covering race.
Over the nearly 50 years since Goffman first introduced the concept, the theoretical study
of framing has grown to become significant in the field of media research. Reese, Gandy and
Grant (2001) defined framing as a way to meaningfully structure the social world, and Entman
(1993) argued that frames define problems, diagnose causes, make moral judgments, and suggest
remedies, all of which can be used to better understand the influence of power in frames (Edy &
Meirick, 2007). Numerous factors influence the framing of news, including sources, ownership,
the resources of a news outlet, and individual initiative by journalists (Grimm, 2015). Sources
are defined as the reporters, editors, informants or wire service reports that contribute to news
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articles, and ownership is reflected by the demographic data related to the principal owner of a
news outlet (Grimm, 2015).
With little research on the motives or sources that shape framing, audiences are left to
determine whether or not news is framed with intent to influence or if it is simply framed to
explain in a pure journalistic effort.
Hypothesis and research questions
The motive of the newspapers in question is impossible to study. However, the content,
focus and framing of the news can be measured. The key variables to study conflict framing in
newspaper articles are frequency (the number of articles included in the sample; Semetko &
Valkenburg, 2000), whether or not those articles are placed in prominent locations in the
newspapers (front page or interior pages; Zeldes & Fico, 2005), the main characters and topics
discussed in the sample articles, and whether or not those characters and topics are considered
positive or negative. Finally, the specific nature of the conflict frame is a significant variable to
evaluate between the two newspapers. While frequency often reflects the importance of a news
event within the given time frame, the placement of the news on the front page (Feeley, et al.,
2016; Zeldes & Fico, 2005) or interior page is a strong indicator of the value given to the article
by the newspaper. The proportion of articles that feature main characters (Benoit, et al., 2005)
serves to tell who is most important in the conflict frame, and the tone (Brown, et al., 2018;
Miller, et al., 2018) reflects the general impression of the character within the conflict.
In this study it is predicted that, in newspaper coverage of the racial integration at the
University of Mississippi in 1962, competing conflict frames from the black-owned Chicago
Defender and the New York Times presented facts about integration using different frequency,
placement, main characters, tone and topics of conflict to report on the same news events.
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Based on the literature review, this study proposes a comparative analysis of listed
variables within the media coverage in newspaper articles in the New York Times and the
Chicago Defender from September 15, 1962 to October 15, 1962. The previous literature leads
to the following research questions in the study of newspaper coverage by the New York Times
and the Chicago Defender in 1962 about integration at the University of Mississippi:
1. Regarding placement, did the New York Times and the Chicago Defender place articles
about the integration event on the front page in similar proportion to the total number of
articles published?
2. Regarding sources, did the New York Times and the Chicago Defender use the same type
of sources to report in published articles about the integration event during the designated
time period?
3. Regarding key figures, did the New York Times and the Chicago Defender write about the
same main characters in similar proportion to the number of total articles in the sample?
4. Regarding tone, did the New York Times and the Chicago Defender portray main
characters as positive or negative in similar proportion to the number of total articles in
the sample?
5. Regarding the topic of conflict, did the New York Times and the Chicago Defender
identify the same conflicts in similar proportion to the number of total articles in the
sample? Do the Chicago Defender and the New York Times use the same conflict topics
to present the conflict of racial integration at the University of Mississippi from
September 15, 1962, to October 15, 1962? In other words, if both newspapers present a
conflict frame, do they express the same conflict?
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By reviewing newspaper articles from a selected sample covering the integration events
at the University of Mississippi, the study provides new evidence on the existence and influence
of different frames used by the black press and the mainstream press.
Methods
This study compares the manner in which framing stressed opposing values and beliefs
depending on whether the journalist was writing for a predominantly white newspaper or a black
newspaper.
This study involves a content analysis of newspaper articles from the New York Times
and the Chicago Defender to examine the framing used by both black press and mainstream
press in covering news about integration at the University of Mississippi. The news articles were
sampled from September 1, 1962 through October 31, 1962 for news related to the events at the
University of Mississippi. A limited and specific time period was noted as an important
technique in previous research (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000) to limit the excessive number of
articles available for study when assessing topics of popular interest which tend to generate
ongoing articles about the event and related news (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). The sample
time period surrounding the primary integration event included two weeks of coverage before the
main events and two weeks after.
Content analysis and definitions
The content analysis of the news articles used the unit of analysis of a newspaper article,
with coding categories to determine details about the conflict frame and subjects included in each
article. Between September 15, 1962, and October 15, 1962, the New York Times published 260
articles about the integration conflict at the University of Mississippi. During the same time
period, the Chicago Defender published 108 articles about the subject. The research would only
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involve articles with a primary focus on the integration events and not on articles with a slight
mention of the event within an unrelated story (Cherry-Randle, 2013).
News articles were reviewed according to whether integration events were a primary
focus of the news or a secondary focus of the news. Similar to previous study (Cherry-Randle,
2013) primary focus was defined as news articles which included language in the first two
paragraphs about racial integration events at the University of Mississippi, news about James
Meredith, Gov. Ross Barnett, or U.S. President John F. Kennedy. News articles were eliminated
that did not include information about the racial integration conflict, including all reports on
weather, sports, and other news within the state of Mississippi during the selected time period.
For example, several articles appeared in the New York Times about agricultural events in
Mississippi, which were excluded from the study. Many articles appeared in both newspapers
that included news about President Kennedy that were excluded from the study because the
articles were not related to events in Mississippi.
The articles were counted to determine the frequency, or total number of articles, by each
newspaper and to determine the proportion of articles whose placement was on the front page of
the newspaper. In assessing placement, in order to receive a front-page score, articles were those
that started on the front page. Page number was defined as the page number where the news
article begins in the newspaper, regardless of whether or not it continues to a different page
location. News articles were also analyzed according to the source of the news. The author
recorded in a byline, if one was present was counted. Articles were sorted and counted based on
sources, with categories of the specific author’s name, the initials of a national wire service (AP
or UPI) or none listed. News articles with the phrase “Special to the New York Times” or
“Special to the Chicago Defender” were classified as none listed for the source variable.
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Three individuals participated in the study as coders who analyzed each newspaper article
for the variables discussed. The individual coders were trained with instructions before the final
coding process. After the final coding process, intercoder reliability was calculated using Scott’s
pi. The values indicated satisfactory intercoder reliability with scores of higher than 0.78 on all
measures (See Appendix C).
The major variables for the study were:
1. Placement - the placement of news articles on either the front page or on any
other page of the paper. Previous researchers (Feeley, et al., 2016) defined
placement as the physical location in the newspaper where an article is published.
Front page articles are defined by Feeley, O’Mally and Covert (2016) as those
articles that begin on page 1 of the newspaper.
2. Sources – Defined as the reporters or wire service reports that contribute to news
articles (Grimm, 2015). Articles were separated into three categories for sources:
named reporter, wire service source, and no source listed.
3. The main character - Defined as the main person mentioned within the first three
paragraphs of each article. Previous literature defined this variable as the focus of
the story (Cherry-Randle, 2013) and people named within the lead and the first
three paragraphs were assessed and separated into the most frequently mentioned
characters in the articles. The options for this study included active participants in
the conflicts and did not include responders or reporters of the events.
Specifically, politicians or activists responding to the conflict were not listed as
options. This limitation was implemented to prevent characters from being
assessed who were not direct participants in the integration event. After a first

22

assessment to identify the main characters, coders selected from the following
options to name the main character in the conflict, if identified:
1. Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett
2. James Meredith
3. President John F. Kennedy
4. Federal troops /marshals
5. Students
6. None identified

4. Tone – Defined as whether or not the assessed value was framed as a positive or a
negative influence. Similar content analysis of tone and impressions were used in
Nelson, Crawson and Oxley (1997) to determine impressions of two main
characters as well as in Chong and Druckman (2007) to compare tone of two
different newspapers. Tone was assessed in each news article that included an
identifiable main character.
5. The main conflict - Defined as the main conflict identified within the first two
paragraphs of the article. The articles within the study were first coded by the
individual researcher, who developed a list of repeated conflicts found in the news
articles. Subsequent coders were asked to identify each article’s main conflict
about the event by reviewing the first two paragraphs of each article (CherryRandle, 2013). The conflict frame was not evident in all articles, but it was the
only frame assessed by coders for the purpose of this research. Previous research
(Neuman, et. al., 1992) defined conflict frames as a way of direct or indirect
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identification of one major conflict within a story. In this study, several possible
conflicts were evaluated for presence within the articles. Those conflicts include:
1. state versus federal government
2. blacks versus whites
3. social change versus status quo (including a sub-conflict of
segregation versus desegregation)
After identifying the main character discussed in each of the articles, coders assessed
whether the main character was portrayed as a positive influence in the story , or instead as a
negative influence in the story. Methods were similar to those used by Miller, Ronneberg and
Livingston (2018) to determine tone of news about nursing homes. Their study categorized tone
into mutually exclusive categories of positive, negative, mixed or neutral. “Articles with a
positive tone portrayed nursing home providers, residents, or government policy favorably, often
using strongly favorable adjectives and anecdotes, and leaving the reader “feeling good” by the
end” (Miller, et al., 2018, p. 149). Articles that were identified with a negative tone featured less
desirable aspects of nursing homes, “typically employing unfavorable adjectives and anecdotes,
and leaving the reader ‘feeling bad’ by the end” (Miller, et al., 2018, p. 149).
For the purpose of this study, positive influence was defined as providing, suggesting or
leading to compromise, resolution or peaceful resolution of the conflict in the article. Negative
influence was defined as antagonizing, arguing, resisting or otherwise causing conflict in the
article. This was measured by determining if the news about the main character was considered
to contribute to the problems (negative influence) of integration events or considered to
contribute to the solution of the conflict (positive influence). This data was used to help coders
determine the specific details of the conflict frame in use within each article. While this type of
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coding was not found in previous studies, it aligns with similar research that assessed whether or
not characters were portrayed as acceptable or deviant (Grimm, 2015) in civil rights protests over
a period of time.
Results
The results of the study revealed that the New York Times relied on individual reporters
while the Chicago Defender relied on wire service reports to cover the news about integration at
the University of Mississippi. The two newspapers identified three main characters but reported
on those three characters with different emphasis or frequency, and with different tone. The two
newspapers employed a conflict frame at similar frequency, but the topics of the conflicts varied
between the two outlets. While both newspapers used the conflict frame to report on the racial
integration, the newspapers did not report on the same conflicts with equal or similar emphasis.
Of the 260 news articles in the New York Times with a focus on integration events at the
University of Mississippi dated between September 15-October 15, 1962, 42 (or 16%) were
published on the front page, while 218 (84%) were published on interior pages of the newspaper.
Of the same sample of 260 articles, 106 (41%) were sourced by named reporters, 56 (22%) were
sourced by wire service reports, and 98 (38%) were identified as having no known source. The
most frequently mentioned main characters in the entire sample were John F. Kennedy (73 or
28%), Ross Barnett (56 or 22%), James Meredith (44 or 17%), university students (16 or 6%),
and Federal troops or marshals (13 or 5%). The most frequently mentioned main conflicts in the
entire sample were “Federal versus state government (142 or 55%), “blacks versus whites” (11
or 4%), and “Change versus status quo” (48 or 18%).
Of the 108 news articles in the Chicago Defender with a focus on integration events at
the University of Mississippi dated between September 15-October 15, 1962, 24 (22%) were

25

published on the front page, while 84 (77%) were published on interior pages of the newspaper.
Of the same sample of 108 articles, 5 (4%) were sourced by named reporters, 73 (68%) were
sourced by wire service reports, and 30 (28%) were identified as having no known source. The
most frequently mentioned main characters in the entire sample were James Meredith (32 or
30%), John F. Kennedy (17 or 16%), Ross Barnett (14 or 13%), Federal troops or marshals (3 or
3%), and university students (3 or 3%). The most frequently mentioned main conflicts in the
entire sample were “blacks versus whites” (64 or 59%), “Federal versus state government” (22 or
20%) and “Change versus status quo” (18 or 17%).
RQ1 asked whether the New York Times and the Chicago Defender place articles about
the integration event on the front page in similar proportion to the total number of articles
published. The New York Times placed 42 (16%) of 260 total articles on the front page and the
Chicago Defender placed 24 (22%) of 108 articles on the front page. A chi-square test of
independence was performed to examine the relation between the newspapers and the placement
Table 1 shows results for RQ1:
Table 1 - Article placement
Interior Page articles

Front page articles

Total articles

New York Times

218 (84%)

42 (16%)

260

Chicago Defender

84 (77%)

24 (22%)

108

302

66

368

Total

A chi-square test of independence was performed to examine the relation between the
newspapers and the placement of articles. The relation was not significant, X2 (1, N = 368) =
1.9091, p = .167058, showing that both newspapers considered the news to be of high
importance.
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RQ2 asked whether the New York Times and the Chicago Defender use sources in similar
ways in published articles about the integration event during the designated time period. The
New York Times used reporters for 94 (or 40.77%) of the articles, wire service reports for 56
(21.54%) articles, and no named source for 98 (37.69%) articles. The Chicago Defender used
reporters for 5 (or 4.63%) articles, wire service reports for 73 (66%) articles, and no named
source for 30 (%) articles. While the Chi Square was significant, one cell had only five
observations, so results should be considered with caution.
Table 2 - Sources
With bylines

Wire service
bylines

No byline

Total

New York Times

106 (40.77%)

56 (21.54%)

98 (37.69%)

260

Chicago Defender

5 (4.63%)

73 (67.59%)

30 (27.78%)

108

111

129

128

368

Total

A chi-square test of independence was performed to examine the relation between the
newspapers and the sources of articles. The relation was significant, X2 (1, N = 355) =
75.8732, p < 0.00001. The result is significant at p < .05.
RQ3 asked whether the New York Times and the Chicago Defender published articles
about the same main characters in similar proportion to the number of total articles in the sample.
The New York Times wrote, in order of frequency, about John F. Kennedy (73 articles, or 28%),
Ross Barnett (56 articles, or 22%) and James Meredith (44 articles, or 17%). The Chicago
Defender wrote, in order of frequency, about James Meredith (32 articles, or 30%), John F.
Kennedy (17 articles, or 16%) and Ross Barnett (14 articles, or 13%).
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RQ4 asked whether the New York Times and the Chicago Defender portrayed main
characters as positive or negative in similar proportion to the number of total articles in the
sample. The New York Times portrayed John F. Kennedy in a positive way 53% of the time and
in a negative way 16% of the time, while the Chicago Defender portrayed Kennedy in a positive
way 76% of the time and in a negative way 18% of the time.
The New York Times portrayed Ross Barnett in a positive way 13% of the time and in a
negative way 36% of the time, while the Chicago Defender portrayed Barnett in a positive way
0% of the time and in a negative way 100% of the time. The New York Times portrayed James
Meredith in a positive way 52% of the time and in a negative way 4% of the time, while the
Chicago Defender portrayed Meredith in a positive way 94% of the time and in a negative way
3% of the time.
In Table 3b, a Chi-Square could not be conducted because several cells had no or fewer
than five observations. However, the results suggest that a negative rating was only assigned to
the individual (Gov. Ross Barnett) who opposed integration. Results for RQ3 and RQ4 are seen
in Tables 3a and 3b below:
Table 3a - Key figures and their ratings in New York Times articles
Positive

Negative

Neutral

23 (52.27%)

2 (4.55%)

19 (43.18%)

-

44

7 (12.5%)

20 (35.71%)

29 (51.79%)

-

56

President John F. Kennedy

39 (53.42%)

12 (16.44%)

22 (30.17%)

-

73

Troops or federal marshals

9 (69.23%)

1 (7.69%)

3 (23.08%)

-

13

UM students

4 (25.0%)

6 (37.5%)

6 (37.5%)

-

16

-

-

-

58

58

82

41

79

58

260

James Meredith
Governor Ross Barnett

Other (not rated)

28

Total

Table 3b - Key figures and their ratings in Chicago Defender articles
Positive

Negative

Neutral

30 (93.75%)

1 (3.13%)

1 (3.13%)

-

32

0 (0%)

14 (100%)

0 (0%)

-

14

President John F. Kennedy

13 (76.47%)

3 (17.65%)

1 (5.88%)

-

17

Troops or federal marshals

1 (33.33%)

1 (33.33%)

1 (33.33%)

-

3

UM students

2 (66.67%)

1 (33.33%)

0 (0%)

-

3

-

-

-

39

39

46

20

3

39

108

James Meredith
Governor Ross Barnett

Other (not rated)

Total

RQ5 asked whether the New York Times and the Chicago Defender identified the same
conflicts in similar proportion to the number of total articles in the sample. The New York Times
used conflicts based on “federal versus state” in 142 articles or 71% of the sample and used
“blacks versus whites” in only 11 articles or 5% of the sample and “change versus status quo” in
48 articles or 24% of the sample. The Chicago Defender used conflicts based on “blacks versus
whites” in 64 articles or 62% of the sample and used “federal versus state” in 22 articles or 21%
of the sample and “change versus status quo” in 18 articles or 17% of the sample. Results for
RQ5 are seen in Table 4 below:
Table 4 - conflict topic
State v Federal
government
(Including Gov. Ross
Barnett v. President
John F. Kennedy)

Blacks v
whites

Status quo v
change
(Including
segregation v.
integration)

Total

New York Times

142 (70.65%)

11 (5.47%)

48 (23.88%)

201

Chicago Defender

22 (21.15%)

64 (61.54%)

18 (17.31%)

104

164

75

66

305

Total
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A chi-square test of independence was performed to examine the relationship between the
newspapers and the conflict topic of articles and results were significant, X2 (1, N = 355) =
120.2033, p < 0.00001. The result is significant at p < .05. While both newspapers used the
conflict frame to report on the racial integration, the newspapers did not report on the same
conflicts with the same precise topics. The results are important as it exposes a need to look
deeper within a frame to determine similarities and differences among various media outlets.
While the first glance at this study indicates that both newspapers reported using the same frame,
the coverage topics and messages are in contrast, emphasizing that a more detailed look at
framing is needed before making assessments about similarities or differences between the two.
If only one research question had been posed, the results of this study could have inaccurately
reflected that the New York Times and the Chicago Defender had reported on racial integration in
the same manner. With a more detailed review of the content, it is apparent that the two
newspapers focused on different conflicts in the reporting of the events and issues.
The black press, using conflict framing, used more prominent front-page placement at a
higher rate (22%) than the white press (16%). The Chicago Defender’s primary source for the
news articles within the study was from wire service reporting such as the Associated Press or
United Press International in 68% of the assessed articles compared to the New York Times,
whose primary source was individual reporters named as authors in 41% of the articles. The
study results indicate that the black press published fewer news articles (108) during the defined
time period. The mainstream media published more than twice the number of news articles
(260).
The focus of the stories was predictable. The New York Times focused on the good strong
leadership of the federal government and the rebellion of the Mississippi state government. The
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main characters identified most often in the New York Times articles were John F. Kennedy (73
articles) and Ross Barnett (56 articles). Both of these men are white and were the primary focus
of news in the predominantly white newspaper. The news focused more on these two men, even
though it was not always positive. The New York Times portrayed Barnett as a negative figure
36% of the time he was portrayed as the key figure, while featuring Meredith as a negative figure
only 4% of the time when he was the key figure in an article. The Chicago Defender articles
included the same three main characters, but with different frequency and tone than the New
York Times. The Defender featured 32 articles with James Meredith as the main character, with
94% of those articles reflecting a positive image. Kennedy appeared as the main character 17
times, and Ross Barnett appeared as the main character 14 times, with a 100% negative rating.
This study shows that different media outlets can both use conflict framing to report on
race from different viewpoints about a particular event or issue. While the shared beliefs vary
significantly among blacks who feel oppressed and whites who feel elite, both newspapers in the
study used conflict framing to share different messages about the same event. The dominant
conflict topic in the New York Times articles was a “federal versus state government” conflict,
used in 142 (55%) articles. The Chicago Defender discussed a “blacks versus whites” conflict
most frequently, used in 64 (59%) of the total articles.
Discussion
After reviewing the data from the research, it was clear that the different newspapers used
different types of sources to obtain and report the news. This result was indicated by the
difference in the number of articles written by named reporters with a byline, articles from wire
service reports, and articles with no source published. Content analysis of this variable (source)
alone gives credibility to the hypothesis that black newspapers and white newspapers did not
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provide the same coverage of the same events. It is unclear what the causes for this disparity
might be without further research to determine why the newspapers used different methods for
sourcing. One hypothesis would be based on the safety for black reporters covering civil rights
events in the South (Roberts & Klibanoff, 2006; Eagles, 2009). This discussion attempts to
answer some of the questions that arise when evaluating the research results. For example, why
did the Chicago Defender rely so heavily on wire service reports for a news event that was
significant to African Americans? What prevented the newspaper from sending members of their
staff directly to Mississippi to cover the events in 1962?
This author can answer that question by asking a question in return: Why would a black
reporter want to risk his life by going to an event where white Americans were resisting
integration through violence and force? Why wouldn’t he just use the information from a wire
service to cover the story? While some called the Defender “radical and dangerous” (Thornton,
2014), the paper was cautious enough to keep reporters from entering enemy territory to cover
dangerous events.
Langston Hughes, an African American author who worked for the Defender temporarily,
wrote that the Defender inspired him when he was a child: "Its flaming headlines and indignant
editorials did a great deal to make me the race man that I later became." He added, "Thousands
and thousands of other young Negroes were, I am sure, also affected the same way by this
militant and strongly edited Chicago paper” (Thornton, 2014). But the Defender certainly
understood the risk its reporters would take if covering civil rights stories in the deep South.
In an essay produced by NBC News to accompany a 2018 airing of NBC’s "Hope and Fury:
MLK, The Movement and the Media," civil rights journalist Dorothy Butler Gilliam explains that
many Black journalists “put themselves on the front lines of these stories before and during the
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civil rights movement, doing the work and putting their bodies in danger so the sacrifices of
activists would not go unnoticed” (Gilliam, 2018). Gilliam describes the difficulty in finding
work as an African American reporter, saying she tried to get a job “at a white daily newspaper,”
but she could not succeed due to what she called rigid segregation (Gilliam, 2018). The author
eventually worked for a black newspaper in Memphis, Tennessee, where she observed her own
editor being beaten during his coverage of the Little Rock Central High School integration.
Gilliam became the first African American woman reporter for the Washington Post, and was
assigned to cover the integration of the University of Mississippi in 1962. Her explanation of that
fear demonstrates why the Chicago Defender might have used wire service reporters instead of
on-the scene reporters:
“I was definitely nervous about going to Mississippi. Black life in Mississippi at that time
was considered cheap. A culture of unrestrained violence against blacks flourished and nearly
half its citizens still could not vote,” she writes (Gilliam, 2018).
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., a leader of the civil rights movement, spoke in 2016 on social
justice journalism at the Poynter Institute for Media Studies to celebrate the 100th year of Pulitzer
Prizes. Lewis retold stories from his experiences as a black activist in the South during the Civil
Rights Movement. Lewis recalled that when violence erupted, protesters would beat the
journalists first. “It was very dangerous to be a reporter,” Lewis said. “If you had a pencil and a
pad and if you had cameras, they would take the cameras and smash the cameras. And I saw
reporters and photographers left lying in the street bleeding” (Mitchell, 2016). Lewis explained
that the opposition to the civil rights movement did not want journalists to tell the story. If the
Defender did not want to send reporters to cover the news, the wire service reports would at least
tell the paper’s version of the events.
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Craig Flournoy, a former professor of journalism at Southern Methodist University

and a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, reported that when it came to coverage on the Civil
Rights Movement, “The New York Times basically missed the story” (Vasquez, 2013).

Flournoy added that white newspapers almost never covered what he describes as the

black side of the story, but instead left that responsibility to black newspapers, “often at
great risk to the reporters” (Vasquez, 2013).

While most of the risk seemed to be directed at black reporters covering events in the

South, some white reporters also felt the instability of the tasks in Mississippi. Before his death
in 2005, Cliff Sessions, a New York Times reporter who wrote several byline news reports
included in this research on the integration at the University of Mississippi, reported during a
time that was “both exciting and dangerous” for journalists in the South (Holley, 2005).
Sessions wrote a profile about activist Medgar Evers, which was a milestone for reporting at the
time (Roberts & Klibanoff, 2013). Klibanoff said that “Merely writing about him was unusual,
but writing a profile, as if he were a human being, was groundbreaking" (Holley, 2005). One
anecdote about Sessions revealed the tension journalists felt in the segregated South:
Sessions told Klibanoff that he and his wife invited (Medgar) Evers and his wife,
Myrlie Evers, to the Sessions home one evening in Jackson. "The invitation was
freely given, freely accepted, but fraught with uncertainty," Klibanoff has written.
"No professional cloak of respectability was sufficient to gussy up the ugly fact that
Negroes and whites did not mingle socially, and an evening with a Negro activist
came only with great risk."
Knowing that they were being watched by citizens group vigilantes, Sessions drew
the drapes in the living room, and the two couples talked of movies, baseball and
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politics. Later, Evers told his wife that if anything ever happened to him, she should
call Cliff Sessions first, not the police. That is exactly what she did on a June evening
in 1963, when she found her husband, fatally shot, in the driveway of the Evers home.
(Holley, 2005)
The cultural experience for both black and white reporters in the South during the
civil rights movement made it easier to understand why the Chicago Defender might have
relied more heavily on wire service reporters in Mississippi during the studied time period.
Even the New York Times’ reporters recognized the risks, both physically and
professionally, of being involved in the movement. This is important because it highlights
one of the differences in news articles from each newspaper in the study, which resulted in
fewer articles from a black newspaper reporter’s on-the-scene perspective about what the
conflict involved.
When considering the impact of byline writers on news stories within the study,
three news events were identified that were reported by both newspapers under a “wire
service reports” byline. The identical events were depicted differently by the Chicago
Defender than by the New York Times, including different headlines, ledes, placement in the
newspaper and descriptions of the incidents. While it can be assumed that both papers used
the same wire service reports for information about the news events in these three cases, the
newspapers framed the information from different viewpoints. These specific examples
validate the importance of findings related to bylines used by each newspaper. Even though
the Chicago Defender used United Press International (UPI) wire reports, the content,
format, framing and emphasis was modified to represent the African American perspective
on the news.
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In agreement with the results showing the Chicago Defender’s focus on race and the
New York Times’ focus on law, the compared articles follow the pattern of framing that is
consistent with the research results of this study. In the first pair of articles, the newspapers
both reported on a federal court ruling from September 11, 1962. The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals could not legally block the enrollment of James
Meredith, thereby ordering the University to admit the student. The second pair of wire
service articles covered news about students facing expulsion from the University of
Mississippi as a result of their behavior during the campus riots. These articles were
published on October 11, 1962. The third pair of articles produced by wire service reports
covered a speech delivered by James Meredith, with news about the event published on
October 4, 1962. The page views and full articles are seen in Appendix B.
In the New York Times article about the court ruling, the news was published on page
20 in a six-paragraph article, followed immediately by a single paragraph with a new
dateline. The headline states “Black Backs Negro at U of Mississippi,” followed by the lede
that “Supreme Court Justice Hugo L. Black ruled today that the University of Mississippi
must admit a Negro for the first time this fall.” The second paragraph of the article explains
Justice Black’s decision to nullify orders from the Fifth Circuit. The one-paragraph news at
the end has a Jackson, Mississippi dateline, and includes just two sentences: “Gov. Ross R.
Barnett pledged today to prevent Mr. Meredith’s admission to the university. He did not
specify what action he would take.”
The Chicago Defender version of the same news event is announced with a large
headline on the front page, stating “ADMIT NEGRO, COURT TELLS MISSISSIPPI U.”
The article is published on page 2 with the headline “Ole Miss Ordered by Court to Admit
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Student.” The lede for the Chicago Defender article focuses on the conflict surrounding the
ruling, describing the news by saying “The Supreme Court battered down one of the final
bastions of Southern integrationists by ruling that the University of Mississippi must admit
a Negro student this fall.” While the New York Times added Gov. Barnett’s reaction in a
separate paragraph at the close of its article, the Defender includes the Governor’s response
in paragraph two, adding that “Gov. Ross Barnett immediately denounced the decision.” In
the last four paragraphs, the Defender includes a description of Mississippi as “the strongest
of the Southern strongholds resisting integration,” as well as a statement from an attorney
for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). The
attorney says the ruling is “the end of the road for the University.” The article then includes
an explanation of why the Fifth Circuit decision was racist and denied Meredith’s
enrollment based only on the fact that he was black.
In the second pair of articles, the newspapers reported on officials who urged the
University of Mississippi to discipline students who participated in the riots on campus as
well as those students who continue to harass Meredith. In the New York Times article, the
news was published on page 12 in four paragraphs. The headline reads “Dean at Mississippi
Urges Expulsion for All in Riots.” The lede expands that idea, stating that the Dean of the
Law School had “called for the expulsion of students who continue to jeer at and taunt
James H. Meredith.” The second paragraph adds information about Dean Robert J. Farley
also recommending that students be expelled for active participation in the September 30
riots on the campus. The article ends with a quote from Farley, commenting on Gov.
Barnett’s leadership, saying, “I was in law school with Gov. Ross Barnett and I know him

37

as a close personal friend. He is a very kind-hearted man with good intentions but he has let
himself become dominated by the White Citizens Councils.”
The Chicago Defender version of the same news event again appears on the
newspaper’s front page, with the headline “U.S. Asks Ole Miss to Expel Its Rioters.” The
article headline, “U.S. Asks ‘Ole Miss’ To Discipline Students,” initially appears to be a
report of a separate news event. However, the article includes the information and quotes
from Robert Farley in paragraphs 11-13. The Defender’s lede states that the “U.S. Justice
Department turned over to University of Mississippi officials for possible disciplinary
action a list of students believed to have taken part in bloody campus rioting Sept. 30.” The
article continues for seven additional paragraphs, providing details about the student
offenses and the lack of disciplinary action taken by the university in spite of several groups
demanding action. The article ends with information about Farley considering the long-term
effect of the riots on the university reputation and accreditation, and his recommendation
for student discipline.
The specific contents of these two pairs show a stark difference in the presentation of
news by the two newspapers in the study. The third pair of news articles is less drastic in
differences but does vary significantly in content and placement in the newspaper. The third
set of articles focused on a speech given by James Meredith about the future of Mississippi
race relations. The New York Times headline, “Meredith Says Mississippi May One Day
Take Lead in ‘Human Decency,’ is similar to the Defender headline, “Meredith Sees a
Brighter Day, With Mississippi Leading in it.” Both headlines suggest a hopeful future for
positive race relations in Mississippi. The ledes in the articles are almost word-for-word in
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reporting Meredith’s hope that the state will “blot out its blackened past” and take the lead
in race relations.
The first notable difference in the two articles appears in the second paragraph, where
the New York Times style refers to “Mr. Meredith, a Negro,” while the Defender refers to
“Meredith.” The next three paragraphs are shared between the newspapers. After five
paragraphs, the New York Times article ends, but the Defender continues for four additional
paragraphs with hopeful projections by Meredith for the rise of Negro influence and power
in Mississippi. The Defender mentions that Meredith considers “pride” one of the biggest
problems in race relations, adding that with a population of 43% blacks, “Mississippi is the
state where the Negro has the greatest potential for power.” Meredith imagines a time when
black Mississippians will serve in public office, becoming “a real political threat if he were
to gain political freedom.”
In these examples, the Chicago Defender articles were longer, including details not
mentioned by the New York Times. However, the data from this study showed an unexpected
result of nearly twice the number of articles by the white press (260 articles in the time frame) as
compared to the black press (108 articles in the time frame). This is possibly related to the
number of available reporters and resources but would require further study to validate.
The results indicate that the New York Times, a newspaper owned and distributed to a
predominantly white readership, focused on the activities related to white men in the designated
study. The main characters identified in New York Times articles were white men for 49.6% of
the articles, emphasizing news that is most relevant to their audience. The results showed an
opposite pattern for the Chicago Defender, which featured Meredith (32 articles) and President
Kennedy (17 articles). Meredith was rated as a positive character in 94% of the articles that
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featured him, and Kennedy was rated as a positive character in 76% of the articles that featured
him. The black-owned Chicago Defender, designed to give a voice to black Americans about
events impacting blacks, focused mostly on Meredith, a black man, and his role within the events
of the time period. The Chicago Defender did not publish articles which portrayed Barnett as a
positive influence, but instead reported on Barnett in a negative manner 100% of the time he was
identified as the main character in articles. The significance of this finding emphasizes the
existing racial divide at the time of the Mississippi integration (Saad, 2017).
The results indicate that black press articles used a consistent tone to suggest that a large
majority of blacks were certain that integration was a positive decision for American society.
This is consistent with polling of black Americans in the question of race relations, cited the
issue as “the most important problem facing the United States” (Sheatsley, 1966, p. 218). By
contrast, the New York Times newspaper had blended tone, making it hard to know whether the
writers had a consistent belief or opinion about integration. When newspapers report on social
issues, the manner in which the stories are reported can carry a significant impact. In the case of
racial news events or conflicts, the frame is notably important. The issues of race and social
injustice have been deeply divided through American history. This research determined the
reporting on racial events differs according to the type of newspaper covering it.
The common thought among research on framing theory is the basic idea that cultural
standards and common beliefs - even if they are unspoken and unrecognized - are the foundation
of how framing works (Neuman, et. al., 1992; Reese, et al., 2001). By telling the audience what
matters (determined by the selection of main characters and conflicts explained), the two
newspapers presented ideas to their audiences suggesting what was most important about the
integration issue. For example, Chicago Defender articles about Ross Barnett referred to his
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determination to keep Mississippi segregated in spite of federal law. Content told the readers that
Barnett said, “You should never put a nigger in a place of responsibility. They’re not capable of
it” (Chicago Defender, 10/11/1962). In contrast, New York Times articles told about Barnett’s
aims to keep order and his commitment to all Mississippians. Barnett is quoted as being in
“opposition to federal dictatorship” (10/13/1962) and asking the people of Mississippi to
“maintain law and order” and “leave this matter to the state authorities” (10/4/1962).
This research applies the defining aspect of historically researched framing to events in
which two large cultural groups have a conflicting shared belief. This conflict is larger than
politics or religion, public policy or social practices. This conflict hangs on the premise that all
men are created equal. By evaluating the frames used by the black press and the white press on
specific racial events, the research reveals the conflicting views held by the two groups as it
relates to freedoms and rights.
Previous research (Semetko, 2000) also revealed that different media formats present
frames about news episodes uniquely. The Semetko (2000) study on Dutch news coverage
concluded that common episodes were treated differently by sober news outlets than by more
sensational outlets. This conclusion supports the findings here that conflict framing can vary
based on what particular argument is highlighted by a selected media outlet. While the previous
research concludes that use of frames varies by media outlet, even when reporting on the same
topic (Semetko, 2000), the study does not address an underlying question about the nature of the
conflicts reported.
While this study does not directly reflect on the agenda setting patterns of the two
newspapers involved, it does reveal the close relationship that exists between framing theory and
agenda setting theory. Both theories of journalism are based on the premise that authors or news
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media do not create the news but do determine what events or information is worth sharing with
the public. By deciding what is worth reporting, the media sets the agenda of what topics will be
included in the news. By framing the information and events through emphasis on certain details,
the media explain which parts of the story matter the most. This was certainly the case in the Ole
Miss integration reporting, as both newspapers in the study made selections about what to report
on the complex issue.
Limitations
As with all studies, the methods and focus of research can only cover a limited amount of
information. First, none of the independent coders who analyzed the news articles were of
different races. Each of the coders was white. Future studies should include coders of different
races to ensure that prejudices are eliminated by only having results from coders who are all the
same race. Similarly, all the coders were from southern states, and had lived in southern states
for the majority of their lives. Future studies should include coders from a variety of geographic
regions to evaluate the news articles.
The research in this study focused on placement, frequency, focus, and overall
impression. Future research should examine the number of photographs and illustrations that
were included with each story, the length of each news story reported on the topic within the
time period selected, and the circulation or reach of the two publications used in the study.
Another limitation of the research is the focus on only one type of frame in racial
integration coverage. Previous literature on framing in media assessment of more than one type
of frame within the samples studied. Future research to review the use of other frames would be
of interest, particularly the moral responsibility frame. Because the focus of the research was
race-oriented, many of the articles either implied or stated an aspect of morality or religion in the
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interpretation of the civil rights issues and responses. Research about the moral responsibility
frame in the selected articles would likely add more depth to the findings of this research and
how the public viewed the events in 1962.
Finally, in an effort to be transparent about the interest in this research, it should be noted
that I have a mild personal connection to this story that could affect my objectivity. First, I
attended college at the University of Mississippi. During my time as a student there, I recall
numerous times when my hands would graze across the bullet holes left in the columns of the
Lyceum administration building from the race riots of 1962. In my four years of college in the
early 1980s, I made many close friends, one of whom became a close confidante and bridesmaid
in my wedding. She offered me a rare view into Mississippi. Her grandfather was Gov. Ross
Barnett.
My parents were both born in Mississippi, but into very different circumstances. My
father was the son of a surgeon, and grew up in an affluent home in Jackson, Mississippi, where
he was taught that blacks were lower-class people. He tried to see people fairly, but it was
admittedly a lifelong challenge. My mother was the daughter of poor Italian immigrants and
grew up in the tiny Delta town of Leland, Mississippi. She was mistreated by white farmers and
their families as a young child because of her status as an immigrant (even though she was born
in Mississippi). I remember her for many strong values, but mostly for her acceptance of all
people, regardless of race or social status. While it would seem likely that I could hold views of
bias as a southern white woman with deep roots in Mississippi, I credit the courage of my mother
for providing the foundation of acceptance, unity and love in my own personal frame of life.

43

References
Bartholomé, G., Lcheler, S., and De Vreese, C. (2018) Towards A Typology of Conflict Frames,
Journalism Studies, 19:12, 1689-1711, DOI: 10.1080/1461670X.2017.1299033
Benoit, W. L., Stein, K. A., & Hansen, G. J. (2005). New York Times Coverage of Presidential
Campaigns. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 82(2), 356–376. https://0doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1177/107769900508200208
Brown, R., Cole, H. J., & Fisher, M. (2018). Race and Anti-LGBT Legislation: An analysis of
“religion freedom” coverage in Mississippi and national newspapers. Journalism
Studies, 19(11), 1579–1596. https://0-doiorg.library.uark.edu/10.1080/1461670X.2017.1292860
Cherry-Randle, K. (2013). Covering Conflict: How College Newspapers Framed Racial
Incidents Involving African Americans, 1997-2009. NAAAS & Affiliates Conference
Monographs, 1284–1304. Retrieved from http://0search.ebscohost.com.library.uark.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=118356306
&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Chotiner, I. (2019, July 12). The Exemplary Legacy of the Chicago Defender, The New Yorker,
retrieved from https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/the-exemplary-legacy-of-thechicago-defender
Chong, D. and Druckman, J.N. (2007), A Theory of Framing and Opinion Formation in
Competitive Elite Environments. Journal of Communication, 57: 99-118.
doi:10.1111/j.1460-2466.2006.00331.x
Davey, M., and Eligon, J. (2019, July 9). The Chicago Defender, Legendary Black Newspaper,
Prints Last Copy, New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/09/us/chicago-defender-newspaper.html
Eagles, C. (2009). The Price of Defiance: James Meredith and the Integration of Ole Miss.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
Edy, J. A., & Meirick, P. C. (2007). Wanted, dead or alive: Media frames, frame adoption, and
support for the war in Afghanistan. Journal of Communication, 57(1), 119-141.
doi:10.1111/j.1460-24662006.00332
Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm. Journal of
Communication, 43(4), 51. https://0-doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1111/j.14602466.1993.tb01304.x
Entman, R.M. (1989). Democracy without citizens; Media and the decay of American politics.
New York: Oxford University Press.

44

Feeley, T. H., O’Mally, A. K., & Covert, J. M. (2016). A Content Analysis of Organ Donation
Stories Printed in U.S. Newspapers: Application of Newsworthiness. Health
Communication, 31(4), 495–503. https://0-doiorg.library.uark.edu/10.1080/10410236.2014.973549
Gamson, W. (1992). Talking politics. New York: Cambridge University Press.
Gamson, W. A., & Modigiliani, A. (1989). Media discourse and public opinion on nuclear
power: A constructionist approach. American Journal of Sociology, 95, 1-37.
Gilliam, D. B., Opinion: “The critical role of the black press in the civil rights movement,”
NBCnews.com, published March 24, 2018,
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/critical-role-black-press-civil-rights-movementhas-not-received-ncna859701
Goffman, E. (1974). Frame analysis. New York: Free Press.
Goldberg, S. (2018). “Letter from the Editor,” National Geographic, 2018/4, 4-10.
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/03/12/592982327/national-geographicreckons-with-its-past-for-decades-our-coverage-was-racist
Graber, D. A. (1988). Processing the news: How people tame the information tide. New York:
Longman.
Grimm, J. (2015). Hegemonic framing of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr., in
northeastern newspapers. Howard Journal of Communications, 26(3), 313–332. https://0doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1080/10646175.2015.1049761
Hendrickson, L. J., & Tankard, J. (1997). Expanding the news frame: The systems theory
perspective. Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 51(4), 39-46. Retrieved from
http://0-search.proquest.com.library.uark.edu/docview/2152922 19?accountid=8361
Holley, Joe. “Cliff Sessions Dies,” Washington Post, December 29, 2005.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2005/12/29/cliff-sessions-dies/5f79ce069fc7-47cc-96d4-ba72d16ee4ee/
Iyengar, S. (1991). Is anyone responsible? Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Kahneman, D., and Tversky, A. (1984). Choice, values, and frames. American Psychologist, 39,
341-350.
Kotlowski, D. With All Deliberate Delay: Kennedy, Johnson, and School Desegregation by Dean
Kotlowski, published in The Journal of Policy History, Vol. 17, No. 2, 2005 pp 155-192

45

McCombs, M. & Shaw, D. (1972). The agenda-setting function of mass media, Public Opinion
Quarterly, Volume 36, Issue 2, 1 January 1972, Pages 176–187,
https://doi.org/10.1086/267990
Miller, E. A., Ronneberg, C. R., & Livingstone, I. (2018). The Tone of Nursing Home Portrayal
in 51 Newspapers in the United States. World Medical & Health Policy, 10(2), 146–
168. https://0-doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1002/wmh3.268
Mitchell, R., “Civil rights leader John Lewis celebrates Pulitzer Centennial at Poynter,” Tampa
Bay Times, published March 30, 2016. https://www.tampabay.com/things-todo/events/civil-rights-leader-john-lewis-celebrates-pulitzer-centennial-atpoynter/2271182/
Nichols, G. (1968). Breaking the Color Barrier at the University of Arkansas. The Arkansas
Historical Quarterly, 27(1), 3-21. doi:10.2307/40018323
Nelson, T., Clawson, R., & Oxley, Z. (1997). Media framing of a civil liberties conflict and its
effect on tolerance. American Political Science Review, 91(3), 567-583.
doi:10.2307/2952075
Neuman, W. R., Just, M. R., & Crigler, A. N. (1992). Common knowledge. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.
Pan, Z., & Kosicki, G. M. (1993). Framing analysis: An approach to news discourse. Political
Communication, 10 (1, Jan.-March), 59-79.
Reese, S. D., Gandy, O. H., & Grant, A. E., 1956 (2001). Framing public life: Perspectives on
media and our understanding of the social world (pp. 7–31). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates, Inc.
Reese, S. D. & Buckalew, B. (1995). The Militarism of Local Television: The Routine Framing
of the Persian Gulf War. Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 12(1), 40.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15295039509366918
Riker, W. H. (1986). The art of political manipulation. New Haven: Yale University Press.
Roberts, G., & Klibanoff, H. (2013). The Race Beat : The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and
the Awakening of a Nation (Vol. Unabridged). New York: Vintage. Retrieved from
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.library.uark.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=n
lebk&AN=724205&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Ross, S. D. (2003). Framing of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict in thirteen months of New York
Times editorials surrounding the attack of September 11, 2001. Conflict &
Communication, 2(2), 1–11. Retrieved from http://0search.ebscohost.com.library.uark.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cms&AN=94612098
&site=ehost-live&scope=site

46

Russial, J., “By dismantling its copy desk, The New York Times is making a mistake that’s been
made before,” The Poynter Institute, July 17, 2017, https://www.poynter.org/reportingediting/2017/by-dismantling-its-copy-desk-the-new-york-times-is-making-a-mistakethats-been-made-before/
Saad, L. (2017). “Gallup Vault: JFK’s fight for James Meredith, integration,” published
September 29, 2017, https://news.gallup.com/vault/220052/gallup-vault-jfk-fight-jamesmeredith-integration.aspx
Semetko, H. A., & Valkenburg, P. M. (2000). Framing European politics: A content analysis of
press and television news. Journal of Communication, 50(2), 93–109.
Scheufele, D. (1999). Framing as a theory of media effects. Journal of Communication, 49: 103122.
Sheatsley, P. (1966). White attitudes toward the negro. The American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, Boston, Mass. 24p.
Shoemaker, P. J., & Reese, S. D. (2014). Mediating the message in the 21st century: A media
Sociology perspective.
Thornton, B. (2014). The "dangerous" Chicago defender: A study of the newspaper's editorials
and letters to the editor in 1968. Journalism History, 40(1), 40-50. Retrieved from
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1523397839?accountid=8361
Tucker, L. R. (1997). Black, White, and Read All Over: Radical Reasoning and the Construction
of Public Reaction to the O.J. Simpson Criminal Trial Verdict by the Chicago Tribune
and the Chicago Defender. Howard Journal of Communications, 8(4), 315–327. https://0doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1080/10646179709361763
Vasquez, R., “How the Media Covered The Civil Rights Movement: Black Newspapers,” Morning
Edition on Alabama Public Radio, Dec. 11, 2013
https://www.apr.org/post/how-media-covered-civil-rights-movement-black-newspapers
Wickham, K. W. (2017). Steel magnolia: Student newspaper editor Sidna Brower and the 1962
integration crisis at ole miss. Journalism History, 43(2), 108-116. Retrieved from
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1989835072?accountid=8361
Zaller, J.R. (1992). The nature and origins of mass opinion. New York: Cambridge University
Press.
Zeldes, G. A., & Fico, F. (2005). Race and Gender: An Analysis of Sources and Reporters in the
Networks’ Coverage of the 2000 Presidential Campaign. Mass Communication &
Society, 8(4), 373–385. https://0-doi-org.library.uark.edu/10.1207/s15327825mcs0804_5

47

Appendix
Appendix A
Search details for newspaper articles used in the research
The newspaper articles were identified through a ProQuest search within the University
of Arkansas library database. The search terms are listed below for each of the newspapers used,
including a link for results in the initial search. In both searches, the results were limited to
articles, and results excluded cartoons, opinions, weather, sports and illustrations. The date range
for the search was September 15, 1962 to October 15, 1962.

New York Times: Mississippi + negro + Meredith
https://0-search-proquestcom.library.uark.edu/hnpnewyorktimes/publication/45545/citation/11EFFD34918E4FECPQ/3?a
ccountid=8361
Chicago Defender: Mississippi + negro + Meredith
https://0-search-proquest-com.library.uark.edu/hnpchicagodefender?accountid=8361
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Appendix B
I.

Court Ruling headline, Chicago Defender, September 11, 1962, page 1

II.

Court Ruling article, Chicago Defender, September 11, 1962, page 2

III.

Court Ruling page view, New York Times, September 11, 1962, page 20

IV.

Court Ruling article, New York Times, September 11, 1962, page 20

V.

Expel Students headline, Chicago Defender, October 11. 1962, page 1

VI.

Expel Students article, Chicago Defender, October 11. 1962, page 3

VII.

Expel Students page view, New York Times, October 11, 1961, page 12

VIII.

Expel Students article, New York Times, October 11, 1961, page 12

IX.

Speech article, Chicago Defender, October 4, 1962, page 8

X.

Speech page view, Chicago Defender, October 4, 1962, page 8

XI.

Speech article, New York Times, October 4, 1962, page

XII.

Speech page view, New York Times, October 4, 1962, page
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Appendix C
Intercoder Reliability Table
Variable

Scott’s Pi

% Agreement

1 – Placement

0.991

99.7%

2 – Source

0.996

99.7%

3 – Character

0.983

98.6%

4 – Tone

N/A

98.6%

5 - Conflict

0.981

98.6%
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